* til li 


.. li 


'!i« 




'I li lt ill 


It Hi ! H 


li fit 


lliili 


ill 


!ll 


'if i)i |.i 


F I R 

Fi'kcchio. n. f. See Fennel, of which plant it is a 
fpecies. 

Fi'pple. n.f. [from fibula, Latin;] A Hopper. 

You muft know, that in recorders, which go with a gentle 
breath, the concave of the pipe, were it not for the fipple that 
ftraitneth the air, much more than the fimple concave, would 
yield no found. Bacon s Natural HiJloiy. 

Fir. n.f \_fy r r, Welfh; pup)}* Saxon; fyr , Dahilh.] i he 
tree of which deal-boards are made. 

It is ever green : the leaves are Tingle, and for the molt part 
produced on every fide of the branches: the male flowers, of 
catkins, are placed at remote diftances from the fruit on the 
Tame tree. The feeds are propagated on cones, which are 
fquamofe. See Pine-tree. Miller. 

He covered the floor of the houfe with planks of fir. I Kings. 
The ’fpiring/r and ftately box adorn. Pope. 

FIRE. n.f. [pyp, Saxon; fewr , German.] 

1. The igneous element. 

2. Any thing burning. 

A little fire is quickly trodden out, 

Which, being fuffer’d, rivers cannot quench* Shake f H. VI. 

Where two raging fires meet together, 

They do confume the thing that feeds their fuiy. Shakefp. 

So contraries on Etna’s top confpire ; 

Here hoary frofts, and by them breaks out fire * Cowley. 

3. A conflagration of towns or countries. 

There is another liberality to the citizens, who had fuf- 
fered damage by a great fire. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Though fafe thou think’ft thy treafure lies. 

Conceal’d in chefts from human eyes, 

A fire may come, and it may be 

Bury’d, my friend, as far from thee. Granville. 

4. Flame ;’ light; luftre. 

Stars, hide your fires ! 

Let not night fee my black and deep defires ! Sbakefi Mach. 

5. Torture by burning. 

Did Shadrach’s zeal my glowing breaft infpire. 

To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire? Prior. 

6. The punifhment of the damned. 

Who among us fhall dwell with the devouring fire? Who 
among us (hall dwell with everlafting burnings ? Jfa. xxxiii. 
y. Anything provoking; any thing that inflames the paflions. 
What fire is in my ears ? Can this be true ? 

Stand I condemn’d for pride and fcofn fo much ? Shakefp. 
8. Ardour of temper; violence of paflion. 

He had fire in his temper, and a German bluntnefs ; and, 
upon provocations, might ftrain a phrafe. ^ Atlerbury. 
q. Livelinefs of imagination; vigour of fancy; intellectual ac- 
tivity ; force of expreflion ; fpirit of fentiment. 

Nor can the fnow that age does fhed 
Upon thy rev’rend head. 

Quench or allay the noble fire within, 

But all that youth can be thou art. Cowley. 

They have no notion of life and fire in fancy and in words, 
and any thing that is juft in grammar and in meafire is good 
oratory and poetry to them. Felton on the Claffi:ks. 

He brings 

The reafoner’s weapons and the poet’syfov. Blackmcre. 

ExaCt Racin, and Corneille's noble fire. 

Taught us that France had fomething to admire. Pope. 

The bold Longinus all the nine infpire, 

And warm the critick with a poet’s fire. Pope. 

Oh may fome fpark of your celeftial/rr. 

The laft, the meaneft of your fons infpire. Pope. 

10. The paflion of love. 

Love various hearts does varioufly infpire. 

It ftirs in gentle bofoms gentle fire. 

Like that of incenfe on the altar laid ; 

But raging flames tempeftuous fouls invade; 

A fire which every windy paflion blows. 

With pride it mounts, and with revenge it glows. Dryden. 

The fire of love in youthful blood. 

Like what is kindled in brulh-wood, 

But for a moment burns. Shadwell. 

The god of love retires ; 

Dim are his torches, and extindl his fires. Pope. 

New charms fhall ftill increafe delire. 

And time’s fwift wing fhall fan the fire. Moore s Fables. 

11. Eruptions or impofthumations : as, St. Anthony’s fire. 

12. Fo fet Fire on, or fet on Fire. I o kindle; to inflame. 
Hermofilla courageoufly fet upon the horfemen, andfetyir* 

alfo upon the ftables where the 1 urks horfes flood. Knolles. 

He that fet a fire on a plane-tree to fpite his neighbour, and 
the plane-tree fet oil his neighbour’s houfe, is bound to pay 
all the lofs, becaufe it did all rife from his own ill intention. 

Taylor* s Rule of living holy. 
FFrearms. n.f. [ fire and arms. ] Arms which owe their 
efficacy to fire ; guns. 

Nor had 'they ammunition to fupply their few firearms : 
horfes they had, and officers they had, which made all their 

Clarendon b. ii. 

Before the ufe of firearms there was infinitely more fcope 
for perfonal valour than in the modern battles. P ope . 


F I R 

Fi'r e bale. f n. [fife and ball. ] Grenado ; ball filled with 
combuftibles, and burfting where it is thrown. 

Judge of thofe infolent boafts of confcience, which, like 
fo many fireballs , or mouth grenadoes, are thrown at our 
church. South’ s Sermon '• 

The fame great man hath fworn to make us fwailow his 
.. coin in fireballs. Swift . 

FYrebrush. n.f [fire and brufh.] The brufh which hangs 
by the fire to fweep the hearth. 

When you are ordered to ftir up the fire, clean away the 
afhes from betwixt the bars with the firebrufh. Swift. 

FFredrake. n.f [fire and drake.] A fiery ferpent: I fup- 
pofe the prefter. 

By the hifling of the fnake, 

The ruffling of the firedrake, 

I charge thee thou this place forfake, 

Nor of queen Mab be prattling. Dr a, ton’s Nymphia. 

Fi'renew. adj. [fire and new.] New from the forge; new 
from the melting-houfe. 

Armado is a moil illuftrious wight, 

A man of firenew words, fafhion’s own knight. Shakefp. 
Some excellent jefts, firenew from the mint. Shakefpeare. 
Upon the wedding-day I put myfelf, according to cuftom, 
in another fuit firenew , with filver buttons to it. AddiJ. Guard. 
Firepan, n.f. [fire and pan.] V eflel of metal to carry fire. 
His firepans, and all the veffels thereof, thou fhalt make of 
brafs. P x - **vii. 3, 

Pour of it upon a firepan well heated, as they do rofe- 
water and vinegar. Bacon’s Natural Hiftory. 

Fi'rer. n.f. [from fire.] An incendiary. 

Others burned Mouflel, and the reft marched as a 
guard for defence of thefe firers. Carew’s Survey of Cornwall . 
FFreside. n.f. [fire and fide.] The hearth ; the chimney; 
the focus. 

My judgment is, that they ought all to be defpifed, and 
ought to ferve but for Winter talk by the firefidc. Bacon . 

By his fireficle he ftarts the hare. 

And turns her in his wicker chair : 

His feet, however lame, you find, 

Have got the better of his mind. Prior . 

What art thou afking of them, after all ? Only to fit quietly 
at thy own firefide. Arbuihnot’ s Hijl. of John Bull. 

Fi'restick. n.f. [fire 2X\& flick.] A lighted flick or brand. 
Children, when they play with firejlicks, move and whirle 
them round fo faft, that the motion will cozen their eyes, and 
reprefent an intire circle of fire to them. Digby on Bodies. 
Fi'rework. n.f [fire and work.] Shows of fire; pyrotech- 
nical performances. 

The king would have me prefent the princefs with fome 
delightful oftentation, or pageant, or antick, or firewsrk. Shak. 

We reprefent alfo ordnance, and new mixtures of gun- 
powder, wildfires burning in water and unquenchable; and 
alfo fireworks of all variety. Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

The ancients were imperfedl in the dodlrine of meteors, 
by their ignorance of gunpowder and fireworks. Brown. 

In fireworks give him leave to vent his fpite ; 

Thofe are the only ferpents he can write. Dryden. 

Our companion propofed a fubjedl for a firework, which he 
thought would be very amufing. . AddiJ'on’s Guardian. 
Their fireworks are made up in paper. Tatler, N°, 88. 

To Fire. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To fet on fire ; to kindle. 

They fpoiled many parts of the city, and fired the houfes 
of thofe whom they efteemed not to be their friends ; but the 
rage of the fire was at firft hindered, and then appealed by 
the fall of a fudden fhower of rain. Hayward. 

The brealhlefs body, thus bewail’d, they lay. 

And fire the pile. Dryden. 

A fecond Paris, differing but in name, 

Shall fire his country with a fecond flame. Dryden’ s JEn. 

2 . To inflame the paflions; to animate. 

Yet, if defire of fame, and thirft of pow’r, 

A beauteous princefs, with a crown in dow’r. 

So fire your mind, in arms aflert your right. Dryden. 

3. To drive by fire. 

He that parts us, fhall bring a brand from heav’n 
And fire us hence. ShaUfpeare’s King Lear. 

To Fire. v. n. 

1. To take fire; to be kindled. 

2. To be inflamed with paflion. 

3. To difeharge any firearms. 

Firebra'nd. n.f. [fire and brand.] 

1. A piece of wood kindled. 

I have eafed my father-in-law of a firebrand , to fet my own 
houfe in a flame. L’ Eft range. 

2. An incendiary; one who inflames factions; one who caufes 
mifehief. 

Troy muft not be, nor goodly Ilion ftand ; 

Our firebrand brother, Paris, burns us all. Shahefpeare. 
He fent Surrey with a competent power againft the rebels, 
who fought with the principal band of them, and defeated 
them, and took alive John Chamber, their firebrand. Bacon . 
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F /recross, n.f. [ fire and crofs.] A token in Scotland for the 
nation to take arms : t the ends thereof burnt black, and in 
fome parts fmeared with blood. It is carried like lightning 
from one place to another. Upon reiufal to fend it forward, 
or to rife, the laft perfon who has it fhoots the other dead. 

He fent his heralds through all parts of the realm, and com- 
manded the firecrofs to be carried ; namely, two firebrands fet 
in fafhion of a crofs, and pitched upon the point of a 
fpear. Haywood. 

Fi'relock. n.f. [fire and lock.] A fokfier’s gun; a gun dif- 
charged by linking fteel with flint. 

Prime all your firelock ', fallen well the flake. Gay . 

Fi'r f. man. n.f [fire and man.] 

1. One who is employed to extinguish burning houfes. 

The fireman Sweats beneath his crooked arms ; 

A leathern cafque his vent’rous head defends, 

Boldly he climbs where thickeft fmoke afeends* Gayi 

2. A man of violent paflions. 

I had laft night the fate to drink a bottle with two of thefe 
firemen. Tatler , N°. 6 1 . 

Fi'repan n.f. [fire and pan.] 

1. A pan for holding fire. 

2. [In a gun.] ThiTreceptacle for the priming powder. 
F/reship. n.f. [fire and Jhip.] A fliip filled with combuftible 

matter to fire the veflels of the enemy. 

Our men br. vely quitted themfelves of the firefhip, by 
cutting the fpritfail tackle. Wij eman’s Surgery .■ 

Fi'reshovel. n.f [fire and fhovel. J The inftrument with 
which the hot coals are thrown up in kitchens. 

Nim and Bardolph are fworn brothers in filching; and in 
Calais they flole a firefhovel. Shake] jeare’ s Henry V. 

Culinary utenfils and irons often feel the force of fire ; as 
tongs , firefhovels, prongs, and irons. Brown’s V Igar Errours. 

The neighbours are coming out with forks and firefhovels , 
and fpits, and other domeftick weapons. Dryd . Span. Fryari 
Fi'r es i one. n. f [fire and Jlone.] 

The fireftone , or pyrites, is a compound metallick foflil, 
compofed of vitriol, fulphur, and an unmetallick earth, but 
in very different proportions in the feveral mafles. The moft 
common fort, which is ufed in medicine, is a greenifh Ihape- 
lefs kind found in our clay-pits, out of which the green vitriol 
or copperas is procured. It has its name of pyrites, or fire- 
Jlone, from its giving fire on being ftruck againft a fteel much 
more freely than a flint will do ; and all the fparks burn a 
longer time, and grow larger as they fall, the inflammable 
matter ftruck from o£F the ftone burning itfelf out before the 
fpark becomes extinguished. Hill’s Mat. Med. 

Firefione is a kind of ftone called alfo Rygate ftone, from 
the place whence it is chiefly brought, being very good for 
firehearths, ovens, and ftoves. Builder’s Ditf. 

Firefione, if broke fmall, and laid on cold lands, muft be 
of advantage. Mortimer’s Husband' y. 

F I'REWOOD. n.f. [fi> e and wood.] Wood to burn; fewel. 
Fi'ring. n.f. [from fire. ] Fewel. 

They burn the cakes, firing being there fcarce. Mortimer. 
ToFirk. v. a. [from ferio, Latin.] To whip ; to beat; to 
corredl ; to chaftife. 

Befides, it is not only foppifli, 

But vile, idolatrous and popifh. 

For one man out of his own fkiil 

Tofirk and whip another’s fin. Hudibras, p. u. can. 2: 
Fi'r kin. n.f. [from peojjep, Saxon, the fourth part of a veflel.] 

1. A veflel containing nine gallons. 

Strutt’s fervants get fuch a haunt about that fhop, that it 
will coll us many a firkin of ftrong beer to bring them back 

2. Tfmall veflel. ° f ^ 

™rY°? heard ° f that wonder of the lightning and thunder, 
Which made the lye fo much the louder; 

Now lift to another, that miracle’s brother, 

FTP Y h V%' d ° ne 7 ith *fi rkin of powder. Denham. 

r 1RM. adj. [ firmm , Latin ] 

'• not eafily pierced or fliaketij hard, oppofed to foft. 

I he flakes of his flefh are joined together : they are firm 
m themfelves, and they cannot be moved. Job xln 23 


Love’s artillery then checks 
The breaftworks of the frmeft fex. 


Cieaveland. 


There is nothing to be left void in a firm building ; e 
thecavjties ought to be filled with rubbilh. & Drvden 

are^/th y ’ 'H 0 ' 1 ' parts m m >n themfelves/ and 
the mnftT P ,a / l H peS , C T b ! e of the gteateft contafls, is 
i n’ d tha l whlch has P arts ve ry fmall, and 
panic of the leaft contaa, will he moft foft. ' IVoodu. 


ca- 

a. Conftant ; fteady, rCblute 7 fi^d /u^ken. 

b ^ kj- to the wurks of God ’r' -° ^ ie f T^ h 

And firm believes. uu _ ParadifeLo[} 

waT the F enc °nragement is the afTurance of a future re- 
anj'hing ^ «*, above 

The man that’s refolute and juft, 6 ’ 

* lrm to hiS principles and truft. 
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Nor hopes her fears can blind. 

To Firm, v a. [finno,lj2t\n.] 

1. To fettle; to confirm; toeftablifli; to fix. 

He declared the deuth of the emperor; which after they 
had feen to be true, they by another fecret and fpeedy mef- 
fenger advertifed Solyman again thereof; firming thofe .etters 
with all their hands and feals. Knolles’ s Hifiory of theTurks . 

’Tis ratify’d above by every god. 

And Jove has firm’d it with ah awful nod. Dryd. Albion. 
The pow’rs, fa-d he, 

To you, and your’s, and mine, propitious be, 

And firm our purpofe with their augury. Dryden’ s JEn. 

Oh thou, who free’ft me fioni my doubtful Rate, 

Long loft and wilder’d in the maze of fate ! 

Be prefent ftil! : oh goddefs, in our aid 

Proceed, and firm thofe omens thou haft made. Pope’s Stat „ 

2. To fix without wandering. 

He on his card and compafs firms his eye. 

The mafters of his long experiment. Fairy F$ueen, b. in 
FI'RMA.ViENT. n.f. [firmamentum, Latin.] The Iky; the 
heavens. 

Even to the heavens their Ihouting Ihrill 
Doth reach, and ail the firmament doth fill. Spenfer. 

I am conftant as the northern ftar; 

Of whole true, fixt, and refting quality; 

There is no fellow in the firmament. Shakefp. Jul. Ccefar. 
The Almighty, whofe hieroglyphical ehara&ers are the 
unnumbered liars, lun and moon, vnirten oh thefe. large 
volumes of the firmament. Raleigh s Hijiory of the World \ 
The firmament expanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparent, elemental air, diffus’d 
In circuit to the uttermoft convex 

Of this great round. Miltons Paradife Lojl, b. vii. 

Thefteeds climb up the firft afeent with pain ; 

And when the middle firmament they gain, 

If downward from the heavens my head I bow. 

And fee the earth and ocean hang below, 

Ev’n 1 am feiz’d with horror. Addifon’s Ovid’s Met amor ph. 
What an immenfurahle fpace is the firmament, wherein a 
great number of liars, lefler and leffer, and confequently far- 
ther and farther off, are feen with our naked eye, and many 
more difeovered with our glafles ! Derham’s AJlro-Theology , 

Firm a me'nt al. adj. [from firmament.] Celeftial ; of the 
upper regions. 

An hollow cryftal pyramid he takes. 

In firmanicntal waters dipt above. Dryden’ s Ann . Mirab . 

Fi'r^vily. adv. [from firm.] 

1. Strongly ; impenetrably; immoveably. 

Thou fhalt come of force; 

1 hough thou art firm ier faften’d than a rock. Milt. Agonifl. 
How very hard parcicles, which touch only in a few points, 
can flick together fo firmly, without fomething wh ch caufes 
them to be attrailed towards one another, is difficult to con- 

c ^* ve - Newtons Opt. 

2. Steadily ; conftantly. 

Himfelf to be the man the fates require; 

I firmly judge, and what 1 judge defire, Dryden’ s AEn. b. vii. 

I he common people of Lucca are firmly perfuaded, that 
one Lucquefe can beat five Florentines. Addifin on Italy . 

Fi'rmnhss. n.f. [from firm ] 

1. Stability; hardnefs ; compatlnefs ; folidity. 

It would become by degrees of greater confiftenCy and 
firmnefi, fo as to refemble an habitable earth. Burnet . 

2. Durability. 

Both the eafinels and firmnefs of union might be conjec- 
tured, for that both people are of the fame language. Hayw. 
3* Certainty; foundnefs. D 

In perfons already pofl'effed with notions of religion, the 
undemanding cannot be brought to change them, but by great 
examination of the truth and firmnefs of the one, and the 
flaws and weaknefs of the other. South’s Sermons . 

4. bteadinefs; conftancy ; refolution. 

1 hat thou fhould’ft my firmnefs doubt 
To God, or thee, becaufe we have a foe 
May tempt us, 1 expefted not to hear. Milt. Paradife Lofi. 

Nor can th Egyptian patriarch blame my mufe. 

Which for his firmnefs does his heat excufe. R [common . 

cY hlS 3rmed J ° b 2nd fortitude. Jiterbury . 

rlKbi. adj. [pip.p;, Saxon.] J 

' " other ° rdinal ° f ° nei that Wh ' Ch ’ S “ ° rder b * fore an >' 

_ Thy air. 

Thou Other gold-bound brow, is like the firft. 

In fi/ h f d ? '' j 6 * u 6 former ’ 'Sbaivjpeare's Macbeth. 

&•// d/v nf Y’ Undre L h ^ S™' in the fi r ft m ° n th, the 
elfth 7 f he m ° mh ’ the waters were dried U P from off the 

Arms and the man I ling, the firji who borf V ‘“' ' 3 ' 

2. EatheftTdme Uim ^ * he Tr ° jan ^ *«• 

1 he firjl covenant had alfo ordinances of divine fervice. 

* P Heb. ix. i. 

9 S TfinJ 


160 170 180 



190 


200 


210 





